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Artifact Locations: 


1. Jones House and contents 
2. Strevell House and contents 
3. Old Courthouse Room (420 square feet) 


4. New City Hall Basement 
"Dungeon" 
1,254 square feet 


NOTE: Yost House and contents are owned by the City of Pontiac. 
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Issues with Dungeon: 


1. No volunteers want to work there 
2. There are 13 steps down to the dungeon 


3. Restrooms out-of-service for many years 
(use City Hall restrooms upstairs or walk 1 block north 
to public restrooms) 


4. Incoming items have not been processed since 2017 
-Incoming material area packed full 
-Two 4x8 foot plywood tables packed full 
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1 0f 2 tables 
packed full 


Top landing full 


maker 
with no 
can 


Historical Society Artifact Collection 


NEC. 


Incoming Receiving Area Over-Flowing 
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*Windows 95 
| computer and 
scanner 


*Database program 
installed, but no data 
entered 


*Went to Fairbury 
Electronics 
Recycling 
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72290 


«Started in northwest corner 
and went rack-by-rack 


*Left old number tags and 
assigned new number, noted 
old number if available 
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*Found enough Interlake steel 
to add 1 rack 


“АІ guns, swords, knives fit on 
shelf of new rack 
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«Sawed Interlake rack in 
Fairbury garage © 
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*All guns/swords on 1 new shelf 
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1254 Square Feet 
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1940's patio furniture should be thrown away 
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Display Cabinet should be thrown away 
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Exst = 264 ft shelf 


«New racks 
1 іп Сгеу 
Мах - 444 ft shelf 


22” water  *Plenty ОЇ 
room for 
expansion 


| *Can you 
still buy 
Interlake 
| rack? 
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Interesting “Finds” 


«Winston 

Churchill 

college 
Mascot 


1965-1971 
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Interesting “Finds” 
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Interesting “Finds” 


Ee > d a Never seen 
| me e. ; — zr DINE night-time 
E. scene 
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Interesting “Finds” 


SOUTH-WEST FROM COURT HOUSE TOWER. 


1895 
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Interesting “Finds” 
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Pontiac Post Office? Millstone & Oxen Yoke 
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Donated to Livingston County Historical Society by 
Mrs. James Carroll who said it was the Pontiac Shoe 
Factory in the 1920s. A family member is in the photo, sister's cousin. 


желімін as Artifact Collection 
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Clionian Literary 
Society 
Founded 1877 
Pontiac, IL 
CLIONIAN TRUNK 
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Campaign Distributed 


Handkerchief while in 
Pontiac 
April 6, 1912 


| This is on Temporary Loan from 
Living ston County Historical Society 
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| Rare D-shaped 
field tile 


Dirt collected on 
flat bottom, was 
replaced by 
round tile 
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Revolutionary War 
leather water cup 


Amazing that 
leather has not 
disintegrated after 
243 years !! 
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THE SPOT WHERE THE FRANKLIN O 
STOOD ,BUILT IN 1831. THE YOUNG FAMILY CAMPED HERE FOR 
THE NIGHT. CAME OVER THE OLD KICKAPOO AND POTTAWATOMIE ` 
TRAIL WHEN T. N. YOUNG WAS A BOY 8 YRS. OLD. HE REMEM* | 
BERS THE CABIN AND TRAIL OF 80 YRS AGO, 2 пы о 
LOOKING ACROSS WHAT ONCE WAS А LAKE TO THE BLUFFIN THE | 
BG WHERE THE INDIAN ENCAMPMENT WAS LOCATED, UP 

TO 1832. пово aes ia 

_ SOUTH OF CHATSWORTH ILL NOW OLIVERS GROVE. ` 
FRAGMENTS OF OLD BLUE CHINAWARE AND BUTTONS PICK- 


AN ANVIL STONE ONCE USED BY THE INDIANS RUSTED IRON 
AND OTHER THINGS. : 
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Artifacts stored in Dungeon in basement of Pontiac City Hall 


Updated By: Dale C. Maley 


Last Update: 2/1/2023 
Rack numbering starts with Rack 1 on the West Wall 


New 
Number |Old Number 


H-04-04-0028 short handle cleaver 
|. 53|H-04-06-0029 RI 
H-04-01-0020 bucket and pulley wheel 


H-04-0028 short handle cleaver 

steel yard 

LIG 
|. 60|H-05-17-0001 RI _ (fire hatchey má ао LULO! 
БЕН FAA PO 
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___ 19|  2|Creating inventory spreadsheet at home | 
Lo a т | | | 


— 

| | 23| hauled trash to dumpster | 

|__| 24 Sffinished typing inventory at home _ 
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*How long 
did it take? 
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*Each of 5 racks has wood 
holder for paper inventory list 
by rack 
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Artifacts stored in Dungeon in basement of Pontiac City Hall 


Indated Rv Dale C. Malev 
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General Observations: 


«Small collection, only 400 items 
-Fairbury Echoes Museum has 3,696 items 


*Relatively few items are traceable to an owner in Livingston 
County 
-On all the guns, swords, knives, only 1 traceable to 
a particular owner. 
-He was Doctor, might have been just a gun 
collector 


*Most items are from Pontiac or small towns with no museum 
-Almost no items from Fairbury, Chenoa, Cornell 


Historical Society Artifact Collection 
Rare Documents: 


*Have been scanning and uploading to Archive.Org 


«Huge web site, massive non-profit 
-Allows storage for free 
-Backs Up Entire Internet 


*Use for Fairbury Echoes Museum & LCHS 


*Hopefully, organization will exist for many future years 
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Future Steps: 


1. Dispose of patio furniture/display case. Install more rack. 
2. Work on scanning in more items and store at Archive.Org 
3. Books are now in one location. Catalog & set-up library 


4. Add 5-drawer filing cabinet, set up folders by topic. Scan to 
Archive.Org 


5. Consider selling all guns/knives at auction house — with 
Board Ok -no known owners, will continue to rust away in 
basement 
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Summary: 
1. I thought it would take 40 to 80 hours 
-took 88 hours 


2. Plan on reviewing each January to make sure we keep 
up with incoming items 
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Questions? 


